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949% of Youth Leave the Church -
Part Il
By Tom Willis

You should read, and/or re-read the October issue of CSA News,
either the printed version or the one on the web at
www.csama.org, filed with back issues of CSA News. We made
essentially these key point in Part I:

*  80% - 94% of youth leave the Church, at least by the
time they go to college, many earlier.

Then we concentrated on these causes for the youth exodus:

» They were never truly “In the Church,” merely attended with
their parents.

» They were taught lots of games and had good things to eat. If
they learned anything, it was that a church leader feels he
knows what Paul really, really means in Romans 319:748.

» They were virtualy never given an in-depth lesson on any-
thing, especially on the topic that “The Bible is True History
and True Doctrine.” Much less were they ever taught how they
could defend this position against a naysayer.

We need to agree that oneisnot a Christian as aresult of know-

ledge, logic or proof. Christianity is achoice one makesin the

heart. But, itisat least assilly to believe that people can, will, or
even ought to make a heart decision to follow a person or creed
that he does not have a solid conviction is honest and true. In fact
thisisvirtually a keystone to understanding why youth leave the

Church. They have never seen Christianity defended as a truth

proposition, much less have they seen it defended well, or

learned it well. | am convinced thisis the key reason they so
easily leave. They have no personal conviction that Christian-
ity istrue! Why endure the taunts of “friends,” some of whom
claim to be able to defend their position scientifically.

A few years ago, Focus on the Family released “ The Truth Pro-

ject,” awell done start, but far from comprehensive.

In arecent survey, some of the relevant findings are:

*  Asyouth become more distant from their parents, due to age,
college, friends, etc., they find themselves among people who
hate Christianity. They even encounter afew who can “ prove”
Christianity is mythology. Now, | would not be a Christian if |
believed people could truly prove Christianity = mythology, but
my study of evolutionary myths has convinced me that they tell
their “proofs’ with far more conviction, and they are far more
committed to knowing, telling and defending their myths than are
Christians to even knowing their history, much less defending it.

*  Thosewho faithfully attended Sunday school are more likely
to leave the church than those who did not.

*  Those who regularly attended Sunday school are more likely
to believe that the Bibleis less true.

*  Ove hdf of those who faithfully attended church fed
that church is not relevant to real life today.

This supports my theory that the major Church error is not de-
fending the Bible as True, never focusing their teaching (Unlike
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Fun, Educational, Recreational, God-Honoring

Safari highlights and the Creation Safari Detail Booklet are
on the Creation Safaris page at www.csama.org, or, call or
write; CSA, 22509 State Line Road, Cleveland, MO, 64734.
(816) 618-3610, or csahq@juno.com. A few of the 2009
Safarisarelisted below:

Dec 5 (Sat) - 9AM - 4PM Squaw Creek Game Refuge
Dec 13 (Friday) - 7:15 - 9:15PM - Astronomy Safari

TheLord willing, 2010 Safariswill begin in mid-

Spring and be announced in February.

CSA and other apologetic ministries) on apologetics, ,, Young
Earth Creation. How doesit support that? Particularly in the
more conservative churches, in the Sanctuary, they tend to treat
Christianity more seriously than they do in children's church and
youth group, where the mission is much more oriented to enter-
tainment or Bible Study. But “the Bibleistrue’ is not defended at
all in these same churches, including especially, but not restricted
to, Young Earth Creationism. The Bibleis “taught” but it isvirtu-
aly never taught as, much less defended as, “Truth!”
This Church practice exposes youth to the World's favorite at-
tack, proving evolution and old earth are facts of sciencel
Worse than not teaching Young Earth Creationism is teaching the
sordid old earth versions of Genesis. Any child can easily see old
earth and evolution are not what the Bible teaches, so ignoring or
disagreeing with the bible on these topics plays right into the
hands of the enemy.
Ken Ham, Answers in Genesis, recently said:
T.A. McMahon, executive director of The Berean Call,
believes the failure to keep evangelical youth interested in
and excited about the Bible is a consequence of abandoning
teaching them in favor of trying to entertain them.

“1 think it's the result for the most part of the consumer,
seeker-friendly approach to church growth, which | believe
has really done more to wean the church off the Bible than
any trend in this century and the last one,” he contends. He
agrees with the survey conclusion that “on the whole, the
Sunday school programs of today are statistical failures.”

"What you see in the Bible is that when there is compromisein
one generation, and it is not dealt with, you usually noticeit to a
greater extent in the next generation,” Ham told World Net Daily.

“In previous generations, young people could live with thisincon-



sistency,” he said, “but with an increasingly secular and atheistic
public education system —where some 90 percent of church-going
youth are trained — today's youth find it hard to see a connection
between what they are taught in church and what they learn at
school.”

"Because of the way in which they've been educated," Ham said,
teens come to believe "that what they are taught in school isredlity,
but the church teaches stories and morality and relationship. Bible
teaching is not real in the sense of real history.” [My position is that
most students conclude that the school position, which is taught as
science (= knowledge) istrue. The Church must be teaching myth.
Thus school reinforces the human penchant for sin, and convinces
youth that thisteaching is“science.” Since the Church seldom or
never defends Christianity or Christian History as Truth, youth ac-
cept the schools claims that they teach science and history. Church
is Bible Stories. Worldly gain and sex are associated with schooal, it
ishardly surprising that many youth choose school.

| cannot overemphasize that, what and how, they are taught in
Church clearly helps, rather than hinders what they are taught in
school and by their friends.

James Davis, New Leaf Press, recently said:

e The study found that we are losing our kids in elementary,
middle school, and high school rather than college, and the
"Sunday school syndrome" is contributing to the epidemic,
rather than helping alleviate it.

*  Thestudy report summarized the views of 1,000 twenty-
somethings, solidly raised in the church but no longer attend-
ing, and their reasons why.

*  Theresults may unnerve you but these results need to be taken
seriously by the church.

« "Already Gone" [Ken Ham's recent book] reveals why Amer-
ica's churches have lost an entire generation of believers. [l
learned of Ham's book, the study, and Davis' thoughts when |
was half finished with this article. As daddy used to say,
“Great minds think along the same lines.” :-) |

* Thisisan alarming wake-up call for the church, showing how
our programs and our approaches to Christian education are
failing...and our children are paying the price. Though the stat-
istics reveal a huge disconnect taking place between our chil-
dren and their church experience "Already Gone" shows how
to fight back for our families, our churches, and our world. We
can make a difference today that will affect the statistics of to-
morrow in a positive and Christ-focused way!

* Now, asparentsand leaderstell youth they can"...believein
evolution and millions of years," Ham said, “young people are
starting to see, 'Well, | can then believe what I'm taught at
school' — but school has nothing to do with God."

* Daviswrapsup: “Relevant statistical data effectively teamed
with powerful apologetics...” can make a huge difference.
The key issue isthat this doubt about the Bible's account of origins
causes youth to doubt the authority of Scripture, Ham said. Ham
agrees with my position above, that " Salvation is not conditioned
on what you believe about the age of the Earth and the six days of
creation." But the Genesis issue does matter, he contends, "be-
cause salvation doesrise or fall on the authority of Scripture. The
message of the Gospel comes from these words of Scripture.”
When the truthfulness of Scriptureis“refuted” regarding things,
perhaps unrelated to salvation, youth (quite reasonably) think,
“Why should | believe the rest of Scripture.”
The Church needs thorough, in-depth, apologetics for all age
groups, just as Jesus and the A postles needed miracul ous apol oget-
ics. Itismy position that these ideas are much easier for folkslike

me to preach than they are to implement in the Church. Here are

some of the reasons:

1. Most Church Leaders have little or no training in science or lo-
gic. Therefore, it isamonumental effort for them to prepare a
convincing apologetics class related either to evolution or even
Josh McDowell style apologetics. | did not say impossible,
just monumental. Some, who are committed, can doit. But,
most are not interested. Many are not even true believers.

2. Shallow apologetic efforts may do more harm than good.
Youth are already at a stage where they are inclined to reject
input from their elders. Reinforcing their position with obvi-
oudly shallow apologetics will cause more harm than good.

3. Leaders have effectively been taught in their formal Christian
training, largely by people likely to be even less qualified than
they, that they are being taught the essentials that they need.

4. Having received and scored well in this“formal Christian edu-
cation,” like their teachers, many exhibit scornful pride and
disdain regarding any notion that anything other than what they
are doing (essentially Bible exegesis and entertainment) is ever
needed.

5. This pride is often exacerbated as they realize that they need
help doing what they need to be doing. | am convinced that
pride plays at least as big aroll asignorance of the need..

The Church has these youth from 5 to 8 years from age 10. Much

of the time spent in youth groupsis wasted. For those who are at

all interested in Truth, areally good apologetics curriculum would
be very helpful. Many youth, of course, would not benefit. But,

did Jesus aim his most in-depth teaching at the 5,000, 120 or 12?

The Christian leader who serves those who are interested in being

saved cannot be soundly accused of letting the rest down.

A grave error that permeates the Church isthat “Only youth need

apol ogetics (because the adults are solid?).” My observation is

that, any human being can give an informed commentary on any
book of fiction. It happens many times daily in college literature
and science classes. Therefore, giving acommentary about the

Bible and calling it “asermon,” is not even close to being evid-

ence that you are a Christian who actually believes the Bible, or

even believes Jesus ever lived. Discussing words written about

Jesus can be honestly done by an atheist.

Many, upon getting to know the adults well, are disappointed to

learn they are not very impressive “believers.” Therefore no one

should be surprised to learn that they are often a part of the prob-
lem rather than the solution. Thisis not to say adults should not
be doing the teaching, but that they should be true believers and
well taught before being entrusted with teaching the youth and
certainly before giving apologetic training to anyone.

The results of the Church's failure to present and defend Chris-

tianity as Truth are written large. The “Youth Problem” is, |

strongly submit, a direct result of the Church's unwillingness and
inability to defend the Truth of Christianity, especially compared
to what the World offers. Building atruth fortress requires more

knowledge and effort than leading hand clapping and preparing a

30 minute commentary on a couple of Bible paragraphs.

Conversely, awell implemented, life-long Christian apologetic

agenda tends to produce solid converts, as did the Miracles of Je-

sus, simply because it helps many know that Christianity is True!

The Church may not completely eliminate these problems, but it

typically does not even acknowledge they exist, much less have a

committed plan to address them. CSA has been addressing the

problem for 26 years. We intend to continue regardless of how
much of “the Church” agrees with or adopts our approach. | doubt
that many will. The Great Harlot needs members who can clap.



Quantity Amount
Contribution

Use this coupon to request:
Lending Library Catalog
Book, audio and video tape catalog Suggested
Reprints of feature articles from CSA News: (1 copy - $1.00,

20 - $4.00, 100 - $17.00)
Audio/Video Special : Dec, 2009

M eeting Videos (specify #, CD only)
M eeting Audios (specify date or #)
Other items

Member ship

Postage: $1.50/audio, $2.00/ book or video
Total

My E-Mail address;

Join and Support CSA

Thousands of people receive CSA News, which isfree for the asking.
Please consider supporting our work. Many say, “Of al my mail, | read
CSA Newsfirst.” If you don’t benefit, help us be good stewards by
removing your name. Write or cal:
CSA, 22509 State Line Road, Cleveland, MO 64734
Phone: (816) 618-3610 FAX: 1 - (816) 658-3253
Important: The phoneisaKC phone, FAX is not.
Full Membership: $17.00 per year
Sustaining M ember ship: $100 per year
Associate M ember ship: $5.00 per year
(Membership not required to participate)
Cut out coupon at theleft, return with your addresslabel

Send CSA Newsto me (Check one): via E-mail,

via Postal Mail Discontinue CSA News

Already Gone By Ken Ham
80 —94% of Youth Leavethe Church
Why? Can Anything Be Done?

In the first scientific study of its kind, the
“Beemer Report” revesals startling facts
discovered through 20,000 phone calls and
detailed surveys of athousand 2029 year
olds who used to attend evangelical church
on aregular basis, but have since left it
behind.

the Bible with higher respect than the
author's opinion. Discusses and refutes
common anti biblical claims by secular
archaeologists. :
21 Chapters, beautifully illustrated.
Half of the book is color photographs. ;

Junior High up, 224 - pages, color, soft cover  $19.00 |

Moving, or changing your e-mail address?
Be sureto let us know to help us avoid unnecessary costs and to
insure you continue to receive CSA News.

Subscriptions to CSA News

Thousands of people receive CSA News via snail or e-mail.
We do not charge for CSA News. but ask that you request to
remain on the list every two years, which you may do by
snail or e-mail. Both methods require a full address, and,
please keep your addresses current.

After The Flood, by Bill Cooper

The author shows how the
earliest Europeans meticulously
recorded their descent from Noah
through Japheth, knew all about
creation and the Flood, and had
encounters with creatures we
would call dinosaurs. These
records of other nations confirm
the accuracy of Genesisin an
amazing way. (High School—
Adult) 256 pages. Must read.

| found this to be an excellent
book. 256 pages, soft cover,
very well illustrated - $14.00

The marly pert-fined hiskrrr of Bemps
[F——

Bill Cooper B.A, (Hong).

Buried Alive by Jack Cuozzo
The Startling Untold Story About Neanderthal Man

Three booksin one: 1. Throughly
documented evidence that Neanderthal can
only be explained as early post-flood man
who lived well over 300 years. 2. A red
life mystery thriller about how European
evolutionists tried desperately to prevent
the publication. 3. A highly detailed
technical section supporting Cuozzo's
interpretation of the data. Junior high up.

349 Pages, soft cover, $14.00

Jack @& 2460

Too Far Away To Attend CSA Meetings?
Why Not Attend Via Audio, or Video

Attend CSA Mestings by ordering the Audio ($5.00) or Video
($14.00) CD. Specify the meeting date, topic, or item number (at the
end of the meeting announcement), e.g. V0188 (Video). Meeting
tapes may also be checked out of the Lending Library:

TheCSA Lending Library (Librarian: Larry Rink)

8904 Mastin, Overland Park, Ks 66212, (913) 492-6545

Are You Participating in CSA?

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Are you doing al the Lord has called you to do in the war for the minds and
hearts of our citizens... especially our youth? CSA is not a closed fraternity. Any born-again believer who is abiding in the words of
Jesus, and has been gifted in research, computers, speaking, clerical activities, writing of articles or book reviews, etc., and who has
heard a call to servein an origins ministry should consider and pray about serving with us. Write or call for more information.
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22509 State Line Road, Cleveland, MO. 64734
Phone: (816) 618-3610 FAX: 1-(816) 658-3253

Cleveland, MO

Current resident or ...

CSA Monthly Meeting Location: Westbrooke Church 9898 West 95th, Overland Park, KS

Four blocks East of 69 Highway (or Switzer) on North side of 95th Street
Fellowship & Book Table: 6:15PM - Meeting: 7:.00PM Nursery Available: $2.50 per child (Reservations required for nursery)

CSA Meeting - Tuesday, Dec 1, 2009

CSA Meeting - Tuesday, Jan 5, 2010

Implications and Contrasts of Modern Relativity
and Quantum Physicsto Biblical Creationism
David Penny, BS, Physics

A brief review of modern physics (Einstein relativity and
guantum physics) will be given with a contrast to Biblical
creationism. The nature of matter, energy, time, and spacein
both modern physics and Biblical creationism are contrasted in
greater depth in this second meeting. (See October meeting
topic) Origins of matter and energy and the origin of complex
order in both life and the universe are examined according to the
laws of physics. Specia attention will be given to the speed of
light and to time frames, for their implications concerning the
origin of matter, energy, life and the complex universe. Which:
modern physics or Biblical creationism, conforms to the laws of
physics and the world of reality best?

Order Audio ($5.00), DVD or VHS $14.00: A0296 or VO296

Molecular Evidencefor Creation

Dr. David DeWitt
Inthisillustrated DVD, Dr. DeWitt describes many of the
complex, integrated molecular systemsin living cells. He rebuts
common evolutionary explanations for the origins of these
systems and explains why mutation and natural selection are
inadequate to account for the amazing molecular machines
necessary for life. DeWitt shows that - at the molecular level -
we are fearfully and wonderfully made.
David DeWitt earned a Ph.D. in neuroscience from Case Western
Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. He is a professor of bio-
logy and the director of the Center for Creation Studies at Liberty
University. His research has focused on Alzheimer’s disease, and
he has written a number of articles for peer-reviewed journals. He
isthe author of Unraveling the Origins Controversy.

Order: V0296 DVD, you may order copiesfor $18.00

2010 All God's
Creatures Love
CSA P CSA Safaris!
Creation SO
Safaris

Get Safari Detail on Web — 2010 Detail Available in Januarl

- -Visit CSA at www.csama.org - -

CSA Lending Library

has over 240 video, 120 audio presentations, and 80 books, all
available without charge. The new Lending Library Catalog
contains pages of great tools. If you would like a copy, please
consider a contribution to help defray costs.

See Page 3 for more on the Lending Library.

CSA
Real Scientists
Just Say NO!
Seminar
Have you had onein

your Community, School or
Church?
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Contact CSA for info.



