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The Bible: Literal, Symbolic or Pro Choice?
Part Il by Tom Willis

In Part | we learned that the sane meaning of metaphorsin se-
rious text is normally the same as metaphors in serious speech: to
add color or emphasis to the description of a person, place, event,
etc. Of course, there are some serious, comedy and other writings
(and speech) that are heavy in their application of metaphor, or
other figures of speech. We noted that, the Bible has passages that
seem to be entirely, or largely, figurative, e.g., the parables of Je-
sus, and most apocalyptic prophecy. We know this is true be-
cause the authors are meticulous to warn us of it. "The ten horns
are ten kings' (Dan 7:24, Rev 17:12), and "He spake a parable"
(13 times in various forms in Matt, Mark, Luke and John) are ex-
amples, "Warning, figures of speech ahead."

One does not need a seminary degree to discern that the Holy
Spirit seems to have known that some braying donkeys in the not-
too-distant future would demand literal interpretation of these ob-
vious metaphors. In fact, sometimes one wonders if a seminary
degree does not hinder sane Biblical exegesis.

As weillustrated last time, there are also folks who, based on
the "evidence" of one figure of speech, within 500 pages of per-
fectly straightforward, historical and/or doctrinal passages, declare
that none can legitimately be interpreted literally. Not only are
such self-annointed experts legion, they inevitably and effectively
declare that they are thus authorized to categorize any portion or
all of the Bible as figurative, conveniently allowing them to build
any history or doctrine that suits them. Thisis not Biblical schol-
arship. Itis, at best, sophistry.

Genesis and the Gospel

Another strategy used to avoid "inconvenient” Bible passages
is to declare them irrelevant to the Gospel. This is often joined
with the "figurative" declaration to render the origins narrative off-
limits to informed Christians. More than a few even declare that
teaching or writing about origins in any way other than in obei-
sance to popular science is unchristian, or antichristian.

In this article, we will reflect on the "irrelevant" and "figura-
tive" positions. Let's begin with a brief, computer assisted, factual
overview of Genesis and the Gospel.

Thoughts by Jesuson the Word of God

There are key passages that guide Bible interpretation, "I
have finished the work... | have manifested thy name... | have
given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have
received them... | pray for them...keep through thine own name
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are
[oneg] ... Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth... And
for their sakes | sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth.” John 17:1-19

Notice, this is the great unity prayer by Jesus. He earnestly
desires of the Father that His followers be "sanctified [set apart]
by thy truth, thy word is truth." In this context, it is clear that
God's truth is both the sanctifying and the unifying agent of the
Church. Y et, how often do you hear that ignoring, de-emphasizing,
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CSA Creation Safaris for 2006

Fun, Educational, Recreational, God-Honoring
See www.csama.org-"Safaris," or call, write or e-mail.

4/29: SE Kansas Fossils & Coal

5/26-29: W. Kansas Chalk, Fossils, Ash Fall

6/24-26. Ozark Stream Float

7122: KU Museum

8/12: Rock Bridge Cave

9/1- 4: SE Missouri, Johnson’s Shut-ins

10/21. KATY BikeTrail (near Rocheport, MO.)

12/2: Squaw Creek Game Refuge (Mound City, MO.)

For More Information: Get the Safari Detail Booklet
The Lord willing, the 2006 Creation Safari Detail Booklet
will be on the Safaris Page at www.csama.org in January,
2006. Or, call or write: CSA, 22509 State Line Road, Cleve-
land, MO, 64734. (816) 618-3610, or csahg@juno.com.

symbolizing or mytholigizing inconvenient passages will "help
bring about unity." It may, but around what? These tactics
may be wise in some men's eyes, but, Jesus didn't use them,
nor did any New Testament author.

Thoughts by Jesus on M oses
Lazarus was a servant of a rich man. Both died, the rich man
went to a place of torment, but Lazarus went to the bosom of
Abraham. The rich man was thirsty, "Send Lazarus to fetch
me water." "Not possible," he was told. Then the rich man
seemed to grasp the reality of the situation. So he said: " Send
Lazarusto warn my brothers"

Jesus is telling the story, understood by most to be a par-
able, but that is not critical to its meaning. Jesus has the figure
of Abraham say to the rich man, "They have Moses and the
Prophets, let them hear them." "Oh no Father Abraham, they
will not believe Moses, but, if one rose from the dead, they
would believe." Abraham (Jesus) replies. " If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead." Luke 16:19-31 You, dear
reader, need to consider, for your own welfare, what Jesus
meant when he said that anyone not believing Moses would
not believe Jesus either. There are countless "christians' and
"christian leaders" today who do not believe Moses. Are you
sure they believe Jesus. If you believe these "leaders," you
might want to ask yourself what you believe about Jesus,



because Jesus said they are not believers. Rather than Christian
leaders, the Bible teaches they are amission field... or worse.

Moses In the Gospel
Moses is named, by name, in the New Testament:
30 times in the Gospels
19 Times by Jesus
39 Timesin the Acts, Epistles and Revelation
No other Old Testament author or prophet comes close!

Genesisin the New Testament

The New Testament quotes, alludesto, or refersto Genesis:
Over 200 Times
Over 100 referencesto Genesis 1-11
Every N.T. author refersto Genesis 1-11 at least once!
Genesisisalwaystreated asfact! ThereisNever a hint that
Genesisis considered allegory, poetry or "symbolic," much less
myth, or trivialized for simple-minded primitive people on the
way up from apes!
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Thoughts by Jesus on Moses and Genesis

"For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradi-
tion of men... Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye
may keep your own tradition. For Moses said... But ye say..."
[The key is not the details, but in replacing God's Word with man's
opinion.] (Mark 7:8-11). Some may say, "He was referring only
to Law." True, but irrelevant. Jesus was (again) castigating men
for inventing Scripture. Jesus often referred to the history re-
corded by Moses, and always treated it as fact. He referred to the
Flood, comparing it directly to the final destruction. He referred
to Man being made "In the beginning,” not 18 billion years after
the beginning. He used the facts of history by Moses to establish
the doctrine of marriage. He even used the tense of a single OT
verb (Exo 3:6)(Matt 22:32) to prove the resurrection. And the
whole Gospel is built around the ownership and rules of God jux-
taposed with the disobedience of man in the (mythical ?) Garden of
Eden. When He chastised them for unbelief, Jesus occasionally
mentioned the Law, but often just mentioned Moses. If the history
of Moses is symbolic fairy tale, so are the doctrines of the New
Testament.

"What If God...?" - The Oldest Form of Unbelief

Recently | was reminded of another form of pseudochristian
thought. The leader of a rapidly-growing church in the region
dropped into our monthly meeting. | recognized him as a visitor
and greeted him. He was not hostile, but distant. He included a
discussion of hisvisit to CSA in his next letter to his flock. Here
are key parts:

Sally [name changed], my fifteen year old, was with me.
Afterwards she asked, “Couldn’'t his arguments, used against
the logic of the scientists, be used against his own position as
well?’ | thought her comment perceptive — it was exactly what
| was thinking... [Correct answer: "Well, possibly Sal, but to
make your claim you need to show us how the same logic or
fallacies apply to the speaker, not just claimit." ]

| talked to Sal about the speaker’'s presupposition that the
Biblical creation stories are God's attempt to tell us exactly
what happened at creation and how God created. Given his
presuppositions, he must then build a case for how what can be
observed in the natural world fits the “historical” and
“scientific” record as described by God in the Bible. [Note the
speaker has problem presuppositions, not the daddy.]

“What if,” | asked Sally, “Moses, or those who came before
him, wrote the epic stories of creation, using the language and
concepts of their day..." “What if God whispered in their
hearts... inspiring these theological truths..” What if,” |
continued, “God intentionally did not reveal the specifics..."

Of course there is more, request a copy of his epistle. But the
heart of his position is obvious in what | have quoted. God told
him plainly what he did, and how long it took. His presupposi-
tions do not agree with God's Word, so he pretends that any
"What if" is superior to Scripture, and sufficient in his eyes to
refute or rewrite any Scripture he chooses to disbelieve. Daddy re-
vealed his presuppositions, and "defended" them by accusing the
speaker of guilt (without evidence), and inventing scripture out of
hot air. Another fellow did this, "Yea, hath God said" then fol-
lowed it with, "Ye shall not surely die." He rejected the obvious
meaning of God's Word and invented his own truth. Isaac Newton
suggested, that many Protestants would be part of the Great
Harlot. Perhaps a "Saint Newton Seminary” would be a step
forward.

He also reported to his flock that only one item of evidence
for a young earth was included in the CSA talk. As the speaker
announced at the start, he had decided not to focus on the scien-
tific evidence for a young earth, which had been covered in four
meetings this year. His focus was the application of Magic in the
proofs of old-ages and evolution. A claim that the speaker's logic
could be turned back on him, must show us how, rather than in-
venting Scripture or science to fit whatever the claimant believes.

As Solomon said, there is nothing new in the motives for
"scholarship" like this. They include: propping up various mani-
festly false doctrines and attempting to reduce the Bible to mean-
ingless gibberish; but mostly building an "interpretation” edifice
that enables the "scholar" to please himself or men, rather than the
only living God. Jesus said of this tactic. "How can ye believe,
which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that
comes from God only?" (John 5:44) Paul added "For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine [teaching];
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables [ myths]." (2Tim 4:3,4)

At CSA, we seek to understand what Scripture really says.
Our evidence-based "presupposition” is that Scripture was written
by a competent author who stated emphatically that, while not tell-
ing everything, He was telling TRUTH, not symbolic fairy tales!
We expect, and find that, scientific evidence always supports it.
We don't invent Scripture (or science) to support our beliefs. We
maintain that both Scripture and science teach a young earth, with-
out "macro evolution." We do not pretend our understanding of
Scripture or science is perfect, or above criticism. But our critics
mostly offer distortion and transparent unbelief. If a few "What
ifs' convert the "six-days' of Genesis 1, Exodus 20:9-11 and
31:15-17 to 600 million years, then why not "What if eternal life
means 6-days?' If Scripture can be declared irrelevant or rewrit-
ten by every opinionated human, merely by pronouncement or
"What ifs," why waste human resources pretending to believe it?

Related articles can be found a www.csama.org, under
"Newsdletters," in Jan-Feb and Nov-Dec, 2005, and the Nov, 1999
issue, "I'm a Christian Too Proof of Evolution." The theme of
these articles is a little different, but the content quite relevant to
thistopic. For even more, see the FAQ page on the website.
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Usethis coupon to request:
: Lending Library Catalog Contribution
: Book, audio and video tape catalog Suggested
: Reprints of feature articles from CSA News: (1 copy - $1.00,

120 - $4.00, 100 - $17.00)

1 Audio/Video Special (Jan - Feb, 2006)

1 Mesting Videos (specify date or #)

1 Meeting Audios (specify date or #)

:Other items

1 Member ship

: Postage: $1.50/audio, $2.00/ book or video
:Total

1My E-Mail address:

Quantity Amount

Join and Support CSA
Thousands of people receive CSA News, which isfree for the asking.
Please consider supporting our work. Many say, “Of al my mail, |
read CSA Newsfirst.” If you don't benefit, help us be good stewards
by removing your name. Write or call:
CSA, 22509 State Line Road, Cleveland, MO 64734
Phone: (816) 618-3610 FAX: 1 - (816) 658-3253
Important: The phoneis aKC phone, FAX is not.
Full Member ship: $17.00 per year
Sustaining M ember ship: $100 per year
Associate M ember ship: $5.00 per year
(Membership not required to participate)
Cut out coupon at theleft, return with your address label

i Send CSA Newsto me(Check one): via E-mail, via Postal Mail Discontinue CSA News
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Real Scientists Just Say i 3 The Evolution of a Creationist
NO! By Tom Willis 2 gy et Describes Dr. Jobe Martin's personal jour-
] ) ¥ AN A~ : - ney from an evolution-trained scientist to a
Help your family and friends under- N RN | Bible-believing creationist. Dr. Martin exam-

stand Creation/Evolution in a way
that they will never be deceived
again! The book examines stereo-
typical evolutionary “reasoning”

ines many of the claims and theories of promi-
nent evolutionists, comparing their often
incredible, inconsistent, pseudoscientific expla-
nations of origins to the clear and simple de-
scription of the Creation as depicted in the

rather than dwelling on the latest
“discoveries.” There are many good
books, but this one will greatly re-
duce the number you need to read.
If you don't agree, return it in good condition for arefund.

133 large pages, soft cover: $15.50
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(To Evolution)

Subscriptions to CSA News

Thousands of people receive CSA News.. Subscriptions to
CSA News are FREE. but you must request to remain on
the list at least every two years. Since January 2004, we
have dropped several thousand inactive names. Still, we
have not fully enforced the "2 year limit." To be good stew-
ards, we intend to continue dropping inactive names. Your
expiration date is printed on the mailing label. CSA Newsis
also distributed electronically for you to read or print multi-
ple copies (See "CSA News' at www.csama.org). The Lord
willing, CSA News will be a helpful witness to your friends.
Notify us of your preference, mail, or electronic delivery,
by mail (use the coupon above), e-mail (csahq@juno.com)
or the form on our web site. Include your Name, Address, e-
mail address and CSA ID# from your mailing label.

Address Changes. Please notify us of address changes.
Post office charges for this service are now excessive.
Please keep your e-mail address current. E-mail address
faillurerateis so high it may eliminate any cost savings.

Bible.

Proceedings of the I nter national Confer ences on Creation

" Real Treasures of Apologetic Science"
2003 Proceedings (includes CD-ROM with .PDF copies of
the papers) Hard bound, 597 Pages - $39.95 + $5.00 Postage
1990, 1994, or 1998 Proceedings - $19.95 + $5.00 Postage

CSA Bumper Stickers: 3-3/4" x 17"
Black on Bright Yellow,
Price: 1: $1.75, 5: $7.00, 10: $13.00, 50: $50, 100: $70
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Too Far Away To Attend CSA Meetings?

Why Not Attend Via Audio or Video Tape

Attend CSA Meetings by ordering the Audio ($5.00) or
Video ($14.00) tape. Specify the meeting date, topic, or item
number (at the end of the meeting announcement), e.g.
V0188 (Video). Meeting tapes may also be checked out of
the Lending Library:

TheCSA Lending Library
(Librarian: Larry Rink)
8904 Mastin, Overland Park, Ks 66212, (913) 492-6545

Are You Participating in CSA As Much as You Should?

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Are you doing al the Lord has called you to do in the war for the minds and
hearts of our citizens... especialy our youth? CSA isnot a closed fraternity. Any born-again believer who is abiding in the words of Je-
sus, and has been gifted in research, computers, speaking, clerical activities, writing of articles or book reviews, etc., and who has heard
acall to servein an origins ministry should consider and pray about serving with us. Write or call for more information.




© Copyright 2005
The Creation Science Association
for Mid-America

22509 State Line Road, Cleveland, MO. 64734
Phone: (816) 618-3610 FAX: 1-(816) 658-3253
www.csama.org Email: csahqg@juno.com

Non-profit Org
U.S. Postage Paid

Permit #2
Cleveland. MO

Presort Standard

Current resident or...

CSA Monthly Meeting Location: Westbrooke Chur ch 9898 west 95th, Overland Park, KS
Four blocks East of 69 Highway (or Switzer) on North side of 95th Street

Fellowship & Book Table: 6:15PM - Meeting: 7:00PM Nursery Available: $2.50 per child (Reservations required for nursery)

CSA Meseting - Tuesday, Jan 3, 2006

CSA Meseting - Tuesday, Feb 7, 2006

The Relevance of Creation
By: Tom Willis

It behooves us to occasionally review why we are in this min-
istry. There are some who feel that our view of Biblical history is
wrong, and some who feel it is irrelevant. This talk focuses on
the overwhelming evidence that origins are foundational to all
Christian doctrines. We typically discuss Biblical history in "His-
tory of the World" talks, so that is not the thrust of thistalk. Tom
recently completed converting, rewriting and updating his various
"relevance” talks to Powerpoint, and has given a few of the new
talks. Now he will share a fresh look at an important issue with a
CSA audience for your consideration.

Order Audio ($5.00) or Video (VHS or DVD) $14.00:
A0254/V0254/D0254

Moving? Or changing your e-mail address?
Be sureto let usknow to help us avoid unnecessary
costs and to insure you continueto receive CSA News.

CSA Lending Library

The CSA Lending Library now has over 240 videotapes, 120
audio tapes, and 80 books all available without charge. The
new Lending Library Catalog now contains 10 pages of
great tools. If you would like a copy, please consider sending
acontribution to help defray costs.

- - Visit CSA at www.csama.org - -

Mathematicsin Nature

and the Natur e of Mathematics
By: Bob Farwell

It is often claimed that mathematics is the one subject which
cannot be taught from a distinctly Biblical perspective. Bob does
not agree and has been violating that claim for quite a few years.
Like other aspects of science, in Math, we typically find that God
was using higher mathematical principles before man was even on
the scene to pretend that he had invented mathematics.

Order Audio (none) or Video (VHS or DVD) $20.00:
A0255/V0255/D0255

CSA Creation Safaris for 2006
Don't Miss Them!

See page 1.

All God's

Creatures Love
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CSA
Real Scientists
Just Say NO!
Seminar

Haveyou had onein
your Community,
School or Church?

Contact CSA for info.




